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Clarification

• There were other Renaissances around the 
planet (in different parts of the world).  Europe 
does not have the monopoly of Renaissance Eras!

• It’s not fair that they are not recognized as such, 
as it’s the collective thrust of all of them that 
propelled and still propels all of humanity 
forward!



The 1st Renaissance:
The Golden Age Of Pericles/Athens

5th Century BCE





The 2nd Renaissance:
The Golden Age Of Rome

27 BCE – 180 CE







The 3rd Renaissance:
The One That Lasted The Longest

….and launched the Modern Age





Why The 3rd Renaissance is More 
Famous Than The First Two

• It lasted longer

• It was more impactful

• It affected more countries worldwide

• We are still feeling its impact and benefits

• It launched Scientific Thinking in 1543 
(w/Copernicus Galileo, and Francis Bacon), 
which eventually launched The First 
Industrial Revolution (1760)





Input From: http://www.differencebetween.net/miscellaneous/culture-
miscellaneous/difference-between-renaissance-and-middle-ages/

• “Renaissance” literally means “awakening” or 
“rebirth.” It was a European cultural movement 
between the 14th and the 16th centuries. The Middle 
Ages was a period from the 5th to 16th centuries. 
Both eras were remarkably different when compared.
The Renaissance was a cultural movement 
involving a renewal of learning, development of 
infrastructure, and a gradual reform in education. 
The Renaissance may be considered as a sort of a 
bridge between the Middle Ages and the Modern Age.

http://www.differencebetween.net/miscellaneous/culture-miscellaneous/difference-between-renaissance-and-middle-ages/


Input From: http://www.differencebetween.net/miscellaneous/culture-
miscellaneous/difference-between-renaissance-and-middle-ages/

• The Renaissance is best known for its art as this was 
the age of geniuses as Leonardo da Vinci, Petrarch, 
Dante, and Michelangelo.  A very prominent 
difference between the Renaissance and Middle Ages 
is that of the art. The Renaissance artists followed 
the more classical form of art. They portrayed human 
beauty and the religion predominantly. The 
Renaissance artists had a deep sense of perspective 
and developed two dimensional effects. 
Michelangelo’s David is a good example of 
Renaissance art.

http://www.differencebetween.net/miscellaneous/culture-miscellaneous/difference-between-renaissance-and-middle-ages/


Input From: http://www.differencebetween.net/miscellaneous/culture-
miscellaneous/difference-between-renaissance-and-middle-ages/

• The Middle Ages portrayed Gothic art. The Gothic 
style of architecture is characterized by pointed 
arches and ribbed vaults. This form of portrayal 
incorporated fine woodwork and stonework. The 
Gothic art used flying buttresses and ornamental 
gables. A good example of the medieval age is the 
Notre Dame Cathedral located in Paris.  

http://www.differencebetween.net/miscellaneous/culture-miscellaneous/difference-between-renaissance-and-middle-ages/


Why Is Renaissance More Revered 
Than Previous Golden Ages?

• Because the Dark or Middle Ages lasted so long 
that it was celebrated more than any other Golden 
Age.  The Middle Ages lasted for 10 - 11 centuries 
--- enough to take the wind out of all societies at 
that period of time.  And although there were 
some bright spots during the Middle Ages, the 
human spirit and energy suffered a lot.  The 
previous Golden Ages represented more of Peak 
Performances of those civilizations, rather than 
an abrupt breakaway from traditional norms.



Key Realization
• Renaissance created an awakening, but that was no 
different that what happened in the previous 
Renaissances (or Golden Eras).  Interestingly 
enough, all three Renaissances leveraged Art 
and Architecture to liberate minds, lift spirits 
and inspire lofty ideas. The Middle Ages had very 
little art and their architecture was depressing (on 
purpose) in order to convey respect for the Almighty 
God.  People were not supposed to challenge 
authority, think outside-the-box, or offer new ideas.  
Priests and ministers were the shepherds and 
gatekeepers of society.



The 3rd Renaissance:
• Liberated the masses from the tyranny of 

Organized Religion, and this movement continues 
to this day.
 Broke up Catholicism’s all-powerful grip on people’s lives and 

mental models.  It encouraged the Protestant Movement.

• Encouraged people to read and learn … and write.

• Encouraged free-thinking, scientific thinking, cognitive 
thinking, inductive reasoning, humanism, …

• Gave Democracy and Capitalism new strength to move 
ahead and become the norms of modern advanced 
societies.





Caution:

Scientific Thinking has some 

negatives and limitations.

It had negative effects not only 

on Organized Religion, but also 

on Spirituality.  The mentality 

that everything must be 

observable, tangible and 

repeatable is a form of mass 

and massive lobotomy.  

The divorce from spirituality 

is and will cause more 

problems for society!



Spirituality is part of the foundation for promoting 

sustainable and resilient solutions, building 

sustainable cities and communities, and protecting 

physical and mental health for all people.

The concepts and bodies of 

theory pertaining to Clean, 

Lean, Green, Sustainability, 

Conscious Capitalism, 

Circular Economy … and so 

many others, MUST HAVE 

spiritual content, or they are 

empty words with minimal 

impact!

Even The Digital Economy 

and Era better espouse 

spirituality, or it will become 

the trigger for mass layoffs, 

mass hysteria, mass suicides, 

mass depression, mass 

killings, and mass disasters.



Must have 

spiritual content 

and context or 

these things are 

meaningless! 



The 4th Renaissance --- The One 
That Just Started A Few Years Ago 

• It has its roots in the 3rd Industrial Revolution 
that introduced the world to The Computer Age, 
along with PCs, Sensors, PLCs, Robots, Microchips, 
Solid State Miniaturization, The Internet … 
Molecular Biology … Moon Landings …

• So, now we have The 4th Industrial Revolution 
that accelerates and accentuates our entry into the 
new Renaissance, which is set to change everything 
--- the way we work, the way we govern, the way we 
live our lives, travel, learn, teach …



And Now We Have 
The 4th Renaissance!
It is based on the 4th Industrial Revolution



Published in 2017

• The term “Fourth Industrial 
Revolution” (4IR) was coined by Klaus 
Schwab, the Founder and Executive 
Chairman of the World Economic 
Forum.  However the term was used 
at least 2 years earlier.

See: https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/09/fourth-

industrial-revolution/

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/09/fourth-industrial-revolution/


Smart is becoming the 

Big Umbrella over:

• Clean

• Lean

• Green

• Sustainable

• Resilient

• Efficient and Effective

Solutions

Smart also represents 

are best responses to:

• Globalization

• Urbanization

• Changing Demographics

• Climate Change

• Resource Shortages

• …
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So, What Are Some Of The Breakaway 
Points Of This Renaissance?
• Sustainable Global Trade

• Global Communities

• Kinder-Gentler Societies

• Global Spirituality (imbedded everywhere --- from Products 
and Services to Closed-Loop Supply Chains)

• Participatory Democracy

• Kinder-Gentler Capitalism (Conscious Capitalism expands 
to include Conscious Government, Conscious Academia, 
Conscious Media, Conscious Arts …)

• Innovation Culture (society-wide)







Please visit 
https://intic.org/ to 
view the details about 
The 4IR!

https://intic.org/

