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Background Information

• Communism was an economic-political philosophy founded by Karl 
Marx and Friedrich Engels in the second half of the 19th century. 
Marx and Engels met in 1844 and discovered that they had similar 
principles. In 1848 they wrote and published "The Communist 
Manifesto“.  They desired to end capitalism feeling that it was the 
social class system that led to the exploitation of workers. The workers 
that were exploited would develop class consciousness. Then there 
would be a fundamental process of class conflict that would be 
resolved through revolutionary struggle. In this conflict, the proletariat 
would rise up against the bourgeoisie and establish a communist 
society. 
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Background Information (cont’d)

• The state would pass through a phase, often thought of as Socialism, 
and eventually settle finally on a pure communist society. In a 
communist society, all private ownership would be abolished, and the 
means of production would belong to the entire community. 

• In the communist movement, a popular slogan stated that everyone 
gave according to their abilities and received according to their 
needs. Thus, the needs of a society would be put above and beyond 
the specific needs of an individual.  It sounds great, but it is utopian 
thinking --- because no one can pre-determine one’s abilities or one’s 
needs and wants.  
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The Real Cause And Trigger For Proposing 
Communism
• They saw Capitalism as a cruel and inhumane system exploiting 

people, damaging the environment, and ruining basic values and 
beliefs that took society hundreds of years to shape and espouse. 

• In other words, Communism was a strong reaction against the 
massive societal transformation triggered by the first two Industrial 
Revolutions, which by all accounts they were brutal, fierce, and 
inhumane.  The accusations against Capitalism were not fictitious. 

• Unsurprisingly, the fears and paranoias reached a boiling point, as 
uncertainties and suspicions overwhelmed the feeble-minded people, 
who willingly allowed themselves to be subdued by totalitarian
regimes.
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What They Saw And Experienced
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The Truth Is …

• The optics of that era were 
very ugly and  dreadful.  They 
portrayed humans as peons to 
be used as means of enriching 
capitalists with no heart or 
soul.  So, it is no surprise that 
Communism appealed to so 
many people and countries. 

Laertis 10



The Main Problem With Communism

• It is NOT a humane, kind or caring system. It’s actually a very brutal 
system!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

• It goes against human nature.  There will always be classes of people 
and hierarchies among them.  

• It goes against how people naturally trade, bargain, and create wealth 
for themselves.  Free trade is as old as hunting and bartering.

• It gives too much power and authority to government officials, which 
know very little about life, democracy, freedom, and trade.  So, it is 
not a surprise that all Communist regimes ended up as extreme 
oppressive dictatorships and totalitarian systems.  Communists killed 
more people than all the wars in the 20th Century combined!!!
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Two Ugly Facts About Communism

• Central Governments like command and control.  They become 
authoritarian regimes out of necessity.  Authoritarian styles are 
always doomed to fail because they always resort to brutal force to 
make things happen their way.  Moreover, Central Governments do 
not like alternative solutions.  Monolithic Thinking is their style.

• It is this Monolithic Thinking that became the trigger to kill most of 
the best people in Communist countries.  Anyone with outside-the-
box thinking, free thinking … and entrepreneurial spirit was killed or 
expunged from the system because they believed that “every bird 
must fly in formation”.  In other words, all people must fit the 
government’s mold or else.  They didn’t understand that this will 
never happen; it is nonsensical thinking.

Laertis 13



The Bigger Problem With The Communist 
System
• It appeals to people that resent change, and especially massive change(s).

• Most people love the status quo because their brains seem to “freeze” once 
they have mastered a way of life, a way of earning a living, or fitting in 
society.  Change implies unlearning, relearning and transforming 
accordingly to the impending changes.  This implies that there is a natural 
tendency to despise progressive ideas, new inventions, new innovations, 
new anything.  So, it was not a surprise that communist societies 
progressed very little by comparison to the Western World.  And that was 
(and still is) the Achilles Heel for all those societies.  

• Being left behind implies many bad things, such as losing the best people, 
losing progress, losing industries and jobs, losing reputation and respect … 
and finally, losing it all!  USSR is the perfect example of all that.
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The Bitter Truth About The Proletariat

• Not only they hate progress and change/transformation, they seem to 
hate thought leadership and brave new ideas.

• Don’t expect proletariat leaders to show the world a better way of 
living, improving QoL, inventing new technologies, or establishing 
new industries.  They always copy what the others (the leaders) are 
doing.  In other words, they are followers.  Followers never build 
great societies. They never  have anything to show for themselves, 
other than war toys and brutal force.  
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How About China?

• China is no longer a true Communist country. It is pursuing a hybrid 
system between Capitalism and Communism. It remains to be seen 
if its experiment will be successful.

• The guess is that it will be forced to change, as Capitalism slowly 
and steadily is changing people’s views, attitudes, culture, needs 
and wants. They want more freedom --- the kind that Capitalism 
offers.

• Moreover, China is not a homogeneous country, and it has to worry 
about internal turmoil and severe dissent.
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Let’s Quickly Review 
Capitalism and 

Democracy
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Democracy Is Not A Perfect System, But It Is
The Best System We Have Invented So Far!

Democracy can be 
easily hijacked by 
the demagogues, 

the insane, and the 
power hungry. 
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Perceptions Hurting Capitalism
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But Are They True?



Key Realizations About Capitalism

• It took Capitalism over 150 years to become civilized … and the 
process is not over yet.  Society is demanding that Capitalism 
becomes kinder and gentler.  Thus, concepts such as Conscious 
Capitalism have emerged the last 10 years or so, and Smart Cities will 
improve Capitalism even more so.

• Capitalism needs Smart Cities in order to thrive. Smart Cities will 
force governments to relinquish quite a bit of their authority and 
decision making to the citizens of society.  True Smart Cities will only 
thrive with the Participatory Democracy system (giving even more 
freedom and power to the people).
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Explaining Participatory Democracy

• Participatory Democracy allows the people to directly make laws and 
govern themselves.  People make most of the local decisions and 
affect their lives, their work … and their future.

• However, it is recognized that most citizens do not have the time, all 
necessary information, or the interest and expertise to make 
reasonable choices and political decisions. So, we will end up in a 
Semi-Participatory Democracy.

• Moreover, most people (even highly educated people) could be 
manipulated by demagogues who play on people’s fears and 
prejudices (as we saw happen before).
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Some Key Realizations

• People currently do NOT participate in government affairs because 
they are naturally apathetic, but also because the current structure 
and processes of Democracy exclude them on purpose.

• The founding fathers of American Democracy did not favor 
Participatory Democracy because they were very skeptical about the 
involvement of the uneducated masses.  

• Demagoguery is at an all time high.  Society will need to find a way to 
push aside and even eradicate demagoguery.  But that may be 
impossible, unless we turn decision making to Quantum Computing 
and Artificial Intelligence (➔ Computer-Aided Democracy).
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A Possible Evolution Of Democracy
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Participatory 
Democracy

Data-Driven 
Democracy

Computer-Aided 
Democracy

Self-Managed 
Democracy



A Possible Evolution Of Capitalism

Laertis 25

Yes, there will be 
a 22nd Century 
version --- we 

just don’t have a 
name for it yet.

Note:
Stakeholder Capitalism is 
partially reflected in 
Conscious Capitalism.



What About Conscious Capitalism?
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It is a great idea, but it is only focused on the 
business world.  It needs to be expanded to 
the government sector, the economic sector 
(outside businesses), and the public (or social) 
sector.  

In other words, Conscious Capitalism needs 
to “touch” and affect everyone.  Conscious 
Businesses are not enough to change a 
society’s culture.



How Participatory Democracy Will Affect 
Capitalism

• Reign in decisions that are 
influenced by SIGs and Lobbies.

• Stop corruption.
• Digital Society and Digital Citizens 

are better informed than ever 
before.  Lies and fake news are 
weeded out from all information, 
media, and social networks.
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What Is Happening Now

• The same paranoia, fears, myths, misunderstandings and mistrusts 
are taking off, similar to what happened 150 years ago (at the start of 
the 2nd Industrial Revolution – in 1870).  Here are some of them:
• Robots and AI will take away all our jobs

• Governments will misuse the technology and information to control people 
even more so than ever before

• Scientists will create a new human race in the lab that will possess 
superpowers that will eventually wipe out Homo Sapiens

• The elite will leave the Earth to live in other planets – delivering the Elysium 
Prophecy (where all the poor are left behind on Earth, and the rich live out 
there someplace --- in the movie it was a manmade planet)
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So, Don’t Be Surprised If …

• … someone comes up with a new political system and manifesto 
proclaiming that society needs to stop and even prevent several 
technologies and products from moving forward for the benefit of our 
society.

• Books and articles already started appearing on the internet and 
printed media that proclaim all kinds of gloom and doom due to the 
technological advances in our civilization.  But are they right? Is this a 
new form of a Luddite Movement?
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Did You Know …

• … that people have already proposed other types of Capitalism to 
supersede the Mercantile Capitalism and Industrial Capitalism?

• Vectoral Capitalism

• Cognitive Capitalism

• Netarchical Capitalism

• Expect more versions of Capitalism
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Key Realization

• We live in another Anxious Era (similar to Karl Marx’s Era) that will 
generate a lot of anxiety, angst, nervousness, confusion, uncertainty, 
turmoil, bewilderment, … anger, and mayhem.  There will be a lot of 
winners and losers as the pace of change/transformation will 
accelerate at a dizzying speed.  Most human brains will NOT be able 
to accept, internalize, absorb, and feel comfortable with all those 
impending changes. Some people are already freaking out and the 
situation will get much worse in the next 50 years.
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Proof Of Our Stress
The following data are incomplete.
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So, do we have 
a crisis on our 

hands?

Does our 
current 

capitalist system 
hurt us?



ENRON’s shenanigans proved that.
Monsanto’s Roundup proved that.
The Johnson & Johnson’s Baby Powder 
proved that.
Numerous other major corporations 
were caught lying, cheating and stealing 
(incl. GSK, Merck, VW,  Bayer, GE, ADM, 
Wells Fargo, Countrywide, Huawei …)
Oil Industry’s price and Climate Change 
perception manipulations prove that.
Food Industry’s unhealthy foods prove 
that.
Pharma Industry’s bad drugs prove that.
The opioid crisis proves that.
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What About Technology-
Related Stresses?
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The Statistics Tell The 
Story Although Most Of 

Them Are Incomplete and 
Outdated.  There is a 4th

Factor ---
see next page
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The future is 
arriving faster than 
people can absorb 

it or afford it!
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This has the potential 
of becoming the 

biggest stress of all!
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You ain’t seen nothing yet!



The Future
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Will Society Be Ready For These?
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Will Society Have Options?
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Will Underwater Cities Be Society's Salvation?
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Key Questions About The Future

• Is the future:

• Affordable?

• Stress-free?

• Easy to master?

• Will the future:

• Improve QoL?

• Empower people even more than today?

• Provide full employment?

• Introduce better versions of Democracy and Capitalism?
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If The Answers To Those Questions Are “NO”, 
Then Prepare For Trouble --- A Lot Of Trouble
• The truth is that no one can stop progress.  The future will arrive for 

better of for worse.  The notion that humanity always found answers 
to our problems in the past, and it will find the right answers in the 
future is not applicable this time around.  Why?

• Because the problems are becoming too big, too complex, and too 
wicked.  They will take too much time, too much money … and too 
many lives to solve.  The cost to society will be too high to be able 
to afford all the right solutions.  The tendency will be to try to slow 
down progress, but the capitalistic spirit and market forces will not 
allow any slow down.  
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We Are Already Feeling The Slowdown

How?

• Rise in pseudo-conservative attitudes and false excuses

• Rise of disrespect towards governments

• Rise of misinformation, misperceptions, lies, and conspiracy theories

• Rise of fears and paranoias

• Rise of anxieties and stress levels

• Rise of xenophobia

• Rise of finger pointing
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How Do All Those Ugly Behaviors Slow Down 
Progress? 
• By being internally focused, people find all kinds of things wrong to 

complain about, fuss about … and to blame or victimize others.  
Unhappiness becomes the norm.

• Companies that are internally focused suffer from slow innovations,
constant cost cutting programs, unsustainable profits … and unhappy 
employees and customers. Governments and societies that are 
internally focused suffer from similar types of ailments: slow 
innovations, constant cost cutting programs, unsustainable growth … 
and unhappy citizens.  The blame game becomes the poison that 
slowly and steadily kills a society’s fabric and culture.
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How Can One Invent A Better Future When 
Our Politicians Deny Science?
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The Ostrich Strategy works! 
That’s a proven way to slow 

down progress!
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Important Points

• All the problems and issues outlined on slide #52 are currently 
blamed on the government that we presently have.  Admittedly, the 
government is “adding fuel to the fire”, but the reality is that those 
problems and issues are there even without the government’s “help”.  
Society is on edge.  

• We don’t have leaders that understand what is really going on, and 
they are certainly incapable of offering solutions or even a vision for a 
brighter future.  4IR will open Pandora’s Box and they don't have a 
clue as to what that means or how to react to it.
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Important Points (cont’d) 

• Most people do NOT comprehend what is happening all around 
them or what factors are affecting them and why.  All they know is 
that something is going on that “simply does not feel right”.  When 
something does not feel right, people instinctively feel anxious and 
get paranoid.  It’s all natural.  It’s all the same reactions as going 
inside a spooky house, not knowing what to expect from one step to 
the next.  Some people will even do crazy things … and even “jump 
out of the window”.  Yes, it is all natural.  It’s the role of good/great 
governments to lead, calm down the spirits, and remove the “spooky 
things” that scare people.  Good education and continuous 360°
communications are key to successful leadership. 
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4IR will release 
many good 

things in society, 
but also many 

evil things
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The biggest evil 
is shown on the 
next two slides



The Gap Will 
Increase, 

Spelling Lots 
Of Trouble
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Poverty and 
Jealousy/Envy Will 

Poison Societies 
All Around The 

Planet
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Final Key Point:  4IR Will Create A New Civilization 
(Similar To What Happened With The Introduction Of The First And 
Second Industrial Revolutions)
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The transition from The Agrarian Era to The 
Industrial Era was the most significant 

transformation that society underwent in its history 
thus far.  4IR will be just as painful and as massive as 

the first one.



The Time To Find The Right 
Solutions Is NOW!
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